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To some, the truths that I share with you today may be new; to others they 

may be very familiar; but to all they must become precious. Its never a 

problem for us to hear repeatedly something that we already know, because 

the value of Scripture is not found in mere knowledge, but in that it nourishes 

our souls.  

 

I want to introduce a critical truth that begins to emerge in Mark 14 and will 

continue to develop throughout the last events of Jesus life.  

Divine suffering has divine meaning and purpose because of divine 

providence.   

 

Let me explain. If the suffering and death of Jesus was merely the result of 

man’s evil and brutal hearts, then the cross would be a mere tragedy and 

meaningless failure. But the cross is not a tragedy. It is the central purpose of 

God’s plan. The suffering and death of Jesus has divine purpose and eternal 

ramifications because it was the result of God’s providence—God’s 

sovereign plan—God’s doing.  

 

Illus: The Passion: God killed Jesus!?! (Isa 53: 6, 10) 

 

Why is this so important for us to grapple with? John Piper answers the 

question for us: “If God were not the main Actor in the death of Christ, then 

the death of Christ could not save us from our sins, and we would perish in 

hell forever….The reason the death of Christ is at the heart of the gospel –the 

heart of the good news—is that God was doing it….If you separate God’s 

activity from the death of Jesus, you lose the gospel.”
1
 

 

So if you think that Jesus died merely because of a human conspiracy against 

Him, it has no more meaning or purpose than a million other news headlines 

about victims dying at the hands of ruthless men. Jesus was not a victim, He 
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was the master of His own destiny and in so doing, orchestrated  our eternal 

salvation.  

 

So let me show you two examples of divine providence at work through Jesus 

in Mark 14, both of which involve His omniscience (divine knowledge of the 

future) 

 

1. By His future knowledge, Jesus takes command of the Passover 

preparations (vs. 12-16).  

 

It’s very possible that Jesus had secretly made prior arrangements 

with the owner of the house to use the upper room for Him and His 

disciples to celebrate the Passover. It would make sense for Jesus to 

do this secretly because He knew one of the disciples would betray 

Him and it was necessary for Jesus to have this final Passover with 

His disciples before He would be arrested. And so secrecy about His 

whereabouts on that strategic night was critical. He had to get into 

Jerusalem quietly without even His disciples knowing in advance 

where they would stay.  

 

So how would Jesus send some of the disciples ahead of Him to 

prepare for the feast if they didn’t know where it was to be held? In 

vs. 13 Jesus tells them, “Go into the city, and a man will  meet you 

carrying a pitcher of water; follow him; and wherever He enters, say 

to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest 

room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ‘And he 

himself will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; 

prepare for us there.”  

 

This is where we see Jesus’ divine knowledge of future events come 

into play. Jerusalem is overrun with people—possibly in the 

neighborhood of 2 million trying to squeeze into Jerusalem for 

Passover. And Jesus tells his disciples that when they enter the 

crowded city, they would encounter a strange sight—a man carrying 

water. Typically only women (or slaves) carried water pots. For a 

man to carry a pot of water was about as common as seeing a man 



carry a woman’s purse today.
2
 Not only would they encounter this 

man, but he would be from the very house where they were to 

prepare the meal. Vs. 16 says the disciples, “found it just as He had 

told them.” These were not general directions but precise instructions 

and information about future events.  

 

This is so much like the way Jesus told His disciples to find the colt 

for His triumphal entry on Palm Sunday, that we can’t help but see 

His divine providence highlighted here. So why does Mark include 

these particular details? I believe it is because he is beginning to 

show us that every step Jesus takes to the cross is purposefully 

executed, not as a means of fate, but as a means of divine 

providence. This is even more clearly seen in the second point… 

  

2. By His future knowledge, Jesus anticipates His betrayal (vs. 17-

21). 

 

[vs. 17-21] The first thing that strikes us is that Jesus knows not only 

that He will be betrayed, but precisely who His betrayer is. Jesus 

begins by announcing that someone will betray Him and that very 

person is in the room with them—“one who is eating with Me” (vs. 

18).  

 

Notice that the disciples don’t suspect Judas. . Judas’ deception was 

of the most perfect kind. John’s Gospel records that “The disciples 

began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was 

speaking.” (John 13:22). 

 

It’s been said, “Judas must have had the behavior of a saint and the 

heart of a devil.”
3
 Judas played the part so well that he had everyone 

snowed except for Jesus who knew his heart. There’s a warning here: 

we may be able to deceive people with our external behavior, but its 

impossible to hide the truth of our hearts from Jesus.
4
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The disciples are grieved at Jesus words and to their astonishment, 

Jesus narrows the field down to just one of the 12. Apparently Judas 

doesn’t even flinch when Jesus says, it is one of the twelve--one of 

you “who dips with Me in the bowl” (vs. 20; cf. Ps 41:9). To share 

bread with someone was a sign of friendship. “Eating together was 

evidence of peace, trust, and brotherhood.” Don’t forget that 

“covenants were sealed by a meal.” “To betray the one who had 

given you his bread was a horrendous act”
5
—a heinous act. Perhaps 

Jesus is giving Judas the opportunity to reconsider. Jesus is pressing 

Judas with the reality of His own faithful friendship. Yet Judas will 

not repent but seals the resoluteness of his dark, evil heart.  

 

It’s important for you to see here that Jesus knows exactly what was 

happening and precisely what will happen. And though He knows it, 

He does not seek to stop the betrayal but actually to confirm and 

advance it. John’s Gospel records that Jesus said to Judas, “what you 

do, do quickly—He tells Judas when to leave and carry out the 

betrayal.” What’s so Ironic about this is that Mark 14:1-2 tell us that 

those who were plotting to kill Jesus determined that they would not 

do it during the festival and yet Jesus takes command of the timing 

of his own betrayal in such a way that He will be arrested and die 

during that very week. It is Jesus, not the Jews, who are in control of 

when Jesus will die. Jesus is using His divine providence to fulfill 

His divine purposes. Not the victim of circumstances but the Master of them!  

 

This brings us to vs. 21 where we discover that the suffering and death of 

Jesus cannot be properly understood apart from the biblical tension between 

God’s providence and man’s responsibility. [vs. 21]  

 

In this verse we see God’s providence and man’s responsibility in the 

betrayal of Jesus coexisting. The first part of vs. 21 points to God’s role in 

the betrayal and death of Jesus: “For the Son of Man is to go just as it is 

written of Him.” What ultimately directs the footsteps of Jesus is not the 

conspiracy and strategies of men, but what has long ago been written of His 
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sufferings by the predetermined plan of God. God’s providence is causing 

and directing the death of Jesus.  

 

But this does not mean that Judas is somehow exonerated of his actions. Vs. 

21 goes on to show Judas’ role in the betrayal of Jesus: “…but woe to that 

man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been good for that 

man if he had not been born.” In other words, Judas would most certainly 

experience the full damning consequences of His betrayal of Jesus. Judas 

voluntarily acted on the desires of his own heart to collaborate with Jews, to 

make himself an open instrument to Satan, and to sell Jesus for 30 pieces of 

silver—oh, where a tiny seed of greed can take one’s heart.  

 

By the way, the last sentence of vs. 21 indicates that when you die, you don’t just 

cease to exist like before you were born (annihilation). There is an afterlife whereby 

your experience will be determined by the choices you make in this life—ultimately 

by your relationship to Jesus, either by rejection or loving faith.   

 

This necessary tension between God’s sovereignty and human responsibility 

which Jesus expresses in the same breath, was also held tightly together by 

the apostle Peter in Acts 2:23 where he declared, “This Man, delivered over 

by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed  to a 

cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death” (Acts 2:23) 

� So what are the Jews responsible for? Their evil godless hearts that 

willing had Jesus nailed to a cross. They did not act against their will 

or wishes; that’s what they wanted, just as Judas did exactly what 

Judas wanted to do. God’s role does not excuse the evil desires of 

their own hearts.  

� What is God responsible for?  The master plan that devised a way to 

save the human beings from their sin through the death of His own 

Son that would be carried out through the wretched hearts of sinners.  

 

So the Jews and Romans are responsible for their actions that resulted from 

the evil, godless desires of their hearts. Yet God is responsible for the 

overarching plan of redemption that would require the suffering and death of 

Jesus—a road that Jesus would understand and willingly walk as we see in 

Mark 14.  

 

As we think about the man’s role and God’s role in the death of Jesus, the 

One that ultimately matters most is what God was doing? Why is this 

important? Why does it matter that we understand that God was ultimately 

working through the events of Jesus’ suffering and death? Because apart 

from God’s providence, Jesus’ death would be just another momentary news 

headline. As Piper said, “If you separate God’s activity from the death of 

Jesus, you lose the gospel.”
6
 The cross can’t be good news unless God was 

working through it to rescue us by defeating sin and death.  

 

So what difference do the truths of Mark 14 make in our daily, personal 

lives? 

 

1. Find the true meaning of the cross by seeing God’s hand in it. The 

cross was not meant to merely arouse your sympathy at what men 

did to Jesus—if that’s all there’s to it, it cannot save you. Rather the 

cross demonstrates what God has done in His great love, offering up 

His own Son at the hands of sinful men, to save us from our sin. Our 

response to that good news is not sympathy, but awe, faith, and 

worship.  (Isa 53:6, 10) 

 

Just as Jesus held out the bread to Judas, so He holds out the gospel 

to us. Don’t take the bread, like Judas, without true repentance. 

Don’t be a sympathetic hearer of the gospel without truly believing 

in the gospel.  

 

2. Learn from Judas that we are responsible for what our hearts 

desire and therefore responsible for what we do.  

 

BC Mantra: We do what we do because we want what we want.  

 

Jesus said it this way, “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart 

brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings 

forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.” (Luke 

6:45; cf. Mark 7:20-23). We do what we do because we want what we want.  
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James said it this way, “God does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted 

when he is carried away an enticed by his own lust. Then when lust is 

conceived it gives birth to sin; when sin is accomplished it brings forth 

death” (James 1:13-15). We do what we do because we want what we want. 

James goes on in chapter 4 to say that it is our desires within that cause 

murderous quarrels and conflicts. This is precisely what happened in the case 

with Judas.  

 

It’s clear from the Bible that the choices we make are real and consequential. 

The Bible never suggests that our will is “free” from outside influences like, 

Satan, other people, God, or even our own flesh. But within those influences 

we freely/voluntarily choose what our hearts desire. And yet over it all, is a 

God who is providentially working for His glory and the good of those who 

love him.  

 

So one of the things we learn from Judas is that at the end of the day, I can’t 

blame other people or influences for what I do. People may sin against me, 

Satan may tempt me, but it’s the desires in my own heart that determine 

whether I respond sinfully or with God-honoring attitudes and actions.  

 

It’s not easy to understand how God’s sovereignty and human responsibility 

work together. But the scriptures are clear that we must live in the sober 

reality of them both. In the same breath we must say, “I am responsible 

without exeption” and “God is sovereign without limits.”  

 

Because I am responsible, I need a Savior.  

Because God is sovereign, a Savior has been provided.  

Believe Him, trust Him, treasure Him.  

 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit, change our hearts to love Christ and believe the gospel; 

to embrace what You, God,  have  done through the cross and repent of our 

own sinful desires and actions that betray your rightful reign in our lives.  

 

 

 


